Hitler's Lackey
. at the first glance that Herr Hitler
: information regarding the Hess document,
relevant to the march of the German
V. and the S.S., which had been mentioned
jail practical purposes already fulfilled. And
in a moment he realised that the danger of the situation
for himself and Austria exceeded his worst fears.
But Schuschnigg, unlike Papen, is no coward. Neither
on 12th February, when for eleven hours he stood in the
raking fire of an extortionate Hitler, nor on that far more
fateful nth March, when he had to resign, did he flee.
He could have saved his skin with far greater ease than
Herr von Papen had been able to, but he stayed at his post
on both occasions, facing prison and torture rather than
take to his heels.
Papen's promise to Schuschnigg proved to be a farrago
of lies. From the start Papen had blandly betrayed
Schuschnigg and Austria simply to improve his own standing
with Hitler.
Hitler refused to listen to Schuschnigg, and showed him-
self better hformed over the Hess plan than Schuschnigg
liked. He started off with a list of sixteen demands, which
practically amounted to a surrender of Austria to the Reich.
(The first meeting between Herr Hitler and Dr. Schuschnigg
was made the subject of a cruel joke in Vienna. The
official form ofs Austrian salute' as it then existed was to
raise the right hand with three fingers lifted accompanie4
by the greeting word c Austria'. Political satire quickly
seized its opportunity. Dr. Schuschnigg, so the joke had
it, arrived at Obersalzberg and asked Herr Hitler: * What
do you want ?' Whereupon Herr Hitler raised his right
hand with three fingers raised and replied, e Austria.')
The details of the Berchtesgaden encounter and its con-
sequences for Austria have been exhaustively described
elsewhere (for example, in the author's book Thus Died
Austria). There is not space here fully to relate how
Schuschnigg was able, by his diplomatic skill, effectively
to counter the assaults of Hitler and his advisers, and